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— — 


The following ſheets, although 
particularly addreſſed to the Vo- 
lunteer Corps, may be read with 
ſome advantage, the Author con- 
ceives, by individuals of every 
deſcription, The topics upon 
which he has touched, are of 
infinite importance, and of uni- 
verſal concern; and his remarks 
will, he truſts, on that account, 
be peruſed with | patience, with 
ſeriouſneſs, and with indulgence. 
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An Addreſs, &c. 


PART I. 


Cautions againſt the ill effefts, likely to 
proceed from the ropes habits of the. 
RC 


HE war in which this country 

is unhappily, but, as far as 1 

can ſee, unavoidably, engaged wich 
France, and which has compelled 
you to blend with your innocent and 
peaceable employments, the ſtudy of 
military arts, is of a character ſo ex- 
traordinary, that its leading features 
| B cannot 
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and eſtimable. 
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cannot be too plainly delineated, or 
too frequently ſubmitted to our con- 


templation. 


We are not now contending for 
a particular portion of territory; but 
we are ſtruggling for the very exiſ- 
tance of our country, and for the fu- 
ture- ſecurity and well-being, of all 
eur fellow-citizens. It is a war of 
Order againſt Anarchy; of Liberty 
againſt lawleſs Oppreſſion ; of Reli- 
gion againſt Infidelity: and if we are 
vanquiſhed in the combat, we ſhall 
be ſtripped of every thing that is dear 


It 


”- 
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It has been often ſaid, and, I fear, 
not without producing ſome effect 
upon the minds of the lower orders, 
that we are fighting in the cauſe of 
Kings, and of the higher ranks of 
ſociety. 


But the repreſentation is inſidious 
and falſe. All deſcriptions of people 
have an-equal ſtake in the conteſt, 
And, I am convinced, that it is as 
much the intereſt of the pooreſt pea- 
ſant in the kingdom, as of the Mo- 
narch himſelf, that our enemies 
ſhould be fruſtrated, in their plans 
and attempts to ſubdue and revolu- 


tiomze this country, 
* | . 
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For will any man, who has heard 
of the horrors which have deſolated 
France, ever fince, the downfal of 
the monarchy, pretend to believe 
that the ſufferings of the poor have 
been leſs than thoſe of the rich, under 
the revolution of that kingdom ? 


The king, the nobles, and the men 


of property, were indeed the fir/+ 
[ vicims; and from that circumſtance, 
as well as from their elevated ſituati- 
ons, their unhappy fates have been 
(| particularly obſerved and noticed. 
But the lower orders ſoon had their 
turn, and their full ſhare, of miſery. 
They greedily took the bait thrown. 


3 


out to them, the plunder of the ef- 
feQs of their ſuperiors. They found 
it © in their mouth, ſweet,” but it 


was © in their belly bitter,” They 


preſently diſcovered the deception, 
and had reaſon to lament their raſh- 


nels. 


The artful leaders of the French 
revolution, whilſt they declared 
« war to the palaces,” profeſſed 
** peace to the cottages!” And that 
idea operated powerfully upon the 


minds ot the common people. But, 


« what peace!” In what did it con- 
Gf, but in the wretched. inhabitants. 
| R 
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of thoſe cottages being driven in 
crowds to the armies, where, after 
ſuſtaining all the miſeries of naked- 
neſs and famine, they were forced, 
by cannon planted at their backs, 
upon the bayonets of their enemies! 
This was the fate of all thoſe, capable | 
of bearing arms. An immenſe car- 
nage enſued; and a great part of 
their country has ſuffered, in con- 
ſequence, little leſs than complete | 
depopulation | | 


And what benefits or advantages | 
bave the lower orders gained by the 
revolution? They have obtained li- 


berty! 
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berty! But it has been only the U- | 


berty of committing crimes, with more 


freedom, and with leſs fear. The 


rod of their preſent government (for 


with all their fanciful ideas of liberty 


they muſt have a government) is more 
heavy, and more inſupportable, than 
the ſceptre of any of their ancient 


kings. And there is not an individual | 


in that country, let him be rich or 


poor, let him be even one of the ty- 


rannical direQory itſelf, who can af- 


firm that his properry or his perſon, 


-" in any degree, leſs inſecure, than 


it was under the government which 
they have overthrown, and uſurped. 


Such 
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uch is the illuſion, which has 
deceived the people of France 


1 hope then that my countrymen | 
will learn wiſdom by the experience 
of their enemies! I hope they will 
know how to appreciate the number- 
leſs bleſſings they poſſeſs! I hope they 
will be ſenſible of the mildneſs of 
their government, of the equity of 
their laws, of the ſafety of their per- 
ſons and properties, and of the hap- 
pineſs they enjoy, in the free and un- 
diſturbed profeſſion of a pure reli- 
gion: I hope they will now, more 


than ever, know the value of theſe 


great 


Bra 
great bleſſings; and that they will 


determine never to ſuffer them to 
be wreſted from their hands, by ar- 
tifice, or by force, but with their 
lives! ; 

Great is the. debt of gratitude 
which the country owes to you, for 
your timely ſervices. The zeal 
with which you have encountered 
and overcome difficulties, in prepa- 
ring yourſelves to defend the liber- 
ties of your country, has laid upon 
her an eternal obligation, You have 
never indeed had any opportunity of 
combating your enemies in the field! 

C But 
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But you have ſhewn them your diſ- 
poſition ! You have ſhewn them that 
you are determined to ſhed your 
blood, whenever an occaſion ſhall 
preſent itſelf, in the defence of your 
country's rights; and that colifidera- 
tion has detered them from attempt- 
ing their projected invaſion, With- 
out therefore at all undervaluing the 

debt ſne owes to her victorious navy, | 
I think ſhe ought to attribute to the 
loyalty of her volunteer corps, as 
much at leaſt as to the triumphs of 
her fleets, the tranquility and the 
ſecurity, which 1s felt at preſent in 


this kingdom. 
But 
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But it muſt give every man of 


calm reflection very ſerious concern 
and alarm, when he conſiders, that 
your aſſociations, which have con- 
tributed ſo greatly to the immediate 
ſafety of their country, may, and 
probably will, unleſs they will guard 
themſelves againſt the miſchiefs at- 
tendant upon their preſent habits, 
cauſe, at ſome future period, its 


overthrow and ruin! 


I do not mean to inſinuate, that 
I apprehend any change in your ſen- 


timents of attachment to the govern- 
ment. But I dread the effects which 
EE +: may 


1 
may naturally be produced upon your 
moral and religious conduQ, by your 
peculiar circumſtances. I allude 
principally to the practice into which 
you have been forced, by the ur- 
gency of the occaſion, and by your 
ſituations in life, of performing your 
military exerciſes, upon the holy 
ſabbath of the Lord your God! 
You have been taught, and been 
accuſtomed, from your infancy, to 
regard that day with reverence. 
You have been accuſtomed, all your 
lives, to conſider it as a day on 
which you were to reſt from your 
labours, and from all your worldly - 


Occupations, 
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occupations. And you have been 
taught, from your earheſt years, to 
conſider it as a day, to be chiefly 


employed in the ſervice and worſhip 
of God. 


But it is impoſſible for any man 
to deny, that your preſent habits are 
ſubverſive of all thoſe principles. 


And I think there is great reaſon to | 
fear, that if you continue the practice | 
of performing your exerciſes on the 
ſunday ; if you continue to render 
common, in ſome meaſure, that day, | 
which you have been uſed ſo ſo- 


lemnly to ſanctify; and if you con- 


tinue, 
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tinue to treſpaſs, as ſome of your 
aſſociations have done, upon the 
hours of prayer alſo; you will, in 
time, deſtroy all your early good 
impreſſions, and will receive, in their 
ſtead, ideas of the moſt pernicious, 
and the moſt deſtruQtive tendency,* 


I 


I beg that Imay not be miſunderſtood. I do 
not, by any means, blame or cenſure you, for learning 
originally, the uſe of arms, on Sundays /—Y ou were con- 

firained to do it !—You were urged to it by the imperi- 

ous call of Neceſſity Engaged, as the generality of you 
were, on the ſix days of the week, in your labours and 
needful occupations; you had no alternative, but either 
40 employ the ſeventh, in acquiring the knowledge re- 
quiſite to your defence, or elſe, to give up, fooliſhly and 
baſely, yourſelves and your country, to the ravages of 
your cruel and rapacious enemies. All I aim at, is, to 
guard you againſt the baneful effects that will. certarnly, 
though, perhaps, ſlowly and imperceptibly, be produced, 
by a dong continuance of the practice. 
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I ſhall not ſay any more concern- 
ing the miſchief attendant upon the 
mere prophanation of the ſabbath: 
it is ſufficiently apparent. But, re- 
ſpeQting the treſpaſs that bas been 
made upon the hours of prayer, as it 
1s an aggravation of the evil, 4 muſt 
add a few words. I have ſeen the 
members of a corps, belonging to 
this neighbourhood (and Iunderſtand 
the circumſtance has not been pecu- 
liar to that corps) almoſt every ſun- 
day, for the laſt four or five months, 
in their way to practice their mili- 
tary exerciſes, paſs within a few 
yards of a church, at the very mo- 


ment 


Ta 

ment when the bells have been giv- 
Ing notice of the performance of di- 
vine worſhip. The individuals to 
whom I allude, have formerly been 
conſtant in their attendance, when 
they have heard that ſummons, But 
now, it ceaſes to make upon them 
the accuſtomed impreſſion! They 
hear it with indifference and negleR! 
And I much doubt, whether, if they 
continue long in their preſent prac- 
tice, they will be ſo regular in their 
attendance at church, when they 
ſhall be releaſed from their military 
engagements. During the winter- 
months, perhaps, this circumſtance 

| could 
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could not be avoided: But it is 
greatly to be hoped, that it will con- 
tinue no longer than the ſhortneſs of 
the days renders neceſſary; and that 
in the ſummer (ſhould you till find 
it needful to exerciſe on ſundays) 


you will be careful to fix upon ſuch 
times of day, as will not interfere 
with the hours of divine worſhip. 
Thoſe hours you uſed to employ in 
paying your adorations to your hea- 
venly Father ; in bewailing your of- 
fences; in ſoliciting help to your in- 
firmities ; in deprecating the evils to 
which you are liable; in giving 
thanks for the bleſſings you enjoy; 
| D and 
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and in receiving exhortation and en- 


couragement to virtue, and goodneſs, 


and piety. We may juſtly appre- 
hend that very miſchievous effects 


will be produced upon your minds, 
by this change in your conduct. We 
all know the power of habit: and we 
muſt admit the probability, that a 
long continuance in your preſent 
neglett of religious duties, will bring 
upon you a total ind:ference, and 


perhaps diſinclination, .to the perſor- 


mance of them, when the preſent 
circumſtances ſhall no longer exiſt, 


And, however the bencfits, at- 


tendant 
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tendant upon religious worſhip, may 
be undervalued (I am ſorry to ſay, 
they are evidently much underva- 
lued, and deſpiſed, by vaſt numbers 
of people) yet I cannot but think, 
that the loſs of them muſt be of infi- 
nite detriment to ſuch weak, ſinful, 
frail, dependent, creatures, as men, 
who „ live, and move, and hold 
their being,” in God, and who muſt 
derive, and certainly are bound to 
ſolicit, from Him, © life, and breath, 
and all things! If we aft, we are aſ- 
ſured that we ſhall have; but if, 
through contempt, or even through 
mconſideration, or careleſneſs, we ne- 

D 2 glect 


he 
gle to ſeek all thoſe bleſſings we 


ſtand in need of, how can we hope 


to receive! 


The partial omiſſion of this duty, 
muſt be injurious and hurtful to in- 
dividuals; and if ever the neglett 
become general, it will certainly -be 


ruinous to the country. 


For if we enquire into the cauſe 
of the diſtreſſes and the downfal of 
ſtates, we ſhall invariably ſind it in 
immorality and irreligion. I ſhall not 
quote any inſtances from prophane 
hiſtory, becauſe the concluſions, and 


proofs, 
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proofs, which we ſhould deduce from 
them, would ſo much depend upon 
inferences, and conjefures, that 
though undeniable, they might not 


be, univerſally, convincing. 


I ſhall ſelect from /acred hiſtory 
(the authority of which you all, I fup-' 
poſe, admit) ſome remarks, and ſome 
relations of facts, that will clearly 
eſtabliſh my poſition, © I will puniſh 
« the world for their evil, and the 
'* wicked for their iniquity: and 1 | 
« will cauſe the arrogancy of the 
« proud to ceaſe, and will lay low 
« the haughtineſs of the terrible!“ 

| ſaith 
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faith the Lord by his prophet.“ And 
again : « The earth is defiled under 
© the inhabitants thereof; becauſe 
* they have tranſgreſſed the laws, 
« changed the ordinances, broken 
„ the everlaſting covenant! There- 
« fore hath the curſe devoured the 
earth, and they that dwell therein 
« are delolate; therefore the inha- 
* habitants of the earth are burned, 
« and few men left!“ We are in- 
formed too, by another of the pro- 
phets, that © becauſe there is no 

« truth. 


7 | ® Haiah XIII. 2. 
$ Iſaiah XXIV. 5, 6, 


L © 4 
< truth, nor mercy, nor knowledge 
„ of God, in the land; becauſe, by 
„ ſwearing and lying, and killing 
« and ſtealing, and commiuing adul- 
* 'tery; they ireak out, and blood 
e toucheth blood; therefore ſhall the 
„land mourn; and every one that 
dwelleth therein ſhall languiſh with 
* the beaſts of the field. and with 
the fowls of the air; yea, the fiſhes 
„ of the ſea alſo, ſhall be taken 


. 


A multitude of ſimilar texts are 
producible, but it is unneceſſary to 
mention 


* Hoſea IV. 1—3. 
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mention them. I will juſt refer to 


ſome facts, which will prove that the 
threats of God are not vain, but that 
national offences will always bring * 


down national puniſhment, 


The Canaanites and the other na- 
tions that were driven out of their 
country by the Jews, were deſtroyed: 

for the wickedneſs of thoſe nations.“ 


Sodom, and Gomorrha, and Tyre, 
and Sidon, were conſumed and de- 


ſtroyed on account of their crimes 


and enormities. And, what deſerves 
our particular attention, our Saviour 
has; 


Deut. IX. 5. 
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has told ue, that if they had repented, 
they would have remained. ie 


The Jews themſelves, peculiarly 


favoured as they were by the Al- 
mighty, always found the ſtability of 
their ſtate affected, by the variations 
that took place, in their moral and 
religious conduA. And the final dif- 
ſolution of their ſtate, our Saviour 
himſelf attributes to their blindneſs, 
and their obſtinate i impenitence: Juſt 
before his crucifixion, he beheld the 
City of Jeruſalem, and wept over it, 
laying theſe affecting and memora- 

E ble 


ot Matt. Xl. 23. 
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ble * 6 If thou hadſt known, 


even thou, at leaſt in this thy day, 


the things which belong unto. thy 


«c 


peace But now they are hid from 
thine eyes! For the days ſhall 
come upon thee, that thine ene- 
mies ſhall caſt a trench about thee, 
and compals thee round, and keep 
thee in on every ſide, and ſhall lay 
thee even with the ground, and thy 
children within thee ; and they 


ſhall not leave i in thee one None 


upon another ; berauſe thou kneweſt 


not the time of thy viſitation,” 
I muſt 


Luke. XIX 41-44. 
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I muſt add to theſe inſtances, the 
fate of Babylon and of Ninevgh, 
which were deſtroyed, as the, ſcrip- 
tures aſſure us, for their iniquity: « I 
« will puniſh the king of Babylon 
“ and his land, as I have puniſh- 
« ed the king of Aſſyria, and 
de his land,” ſaid the Lord of 
Hoſts. And theſe are the words of 
the prophet Nahum concerning Ni- 
neveh: „ Thy ſhepherds ſlumber, 
« 0 king of Aſſy ria, thy nobles ſhall 
% dwell in the duſt! Thy people is 
** ſcattered upon the mountains, 
and no man gathereth them! There 
is no healing of thy bruiſe | Thy 

E 2 wound 
+ Jer. L. 18. 
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ce wound is grievous. All that hear 
« the bruit of thee ſhall clapt heir 
« hands over thee ; for upon whom 
« hath not thy wickedneſs paſſed con- 


** tinually !* 


I will mention but one circum- 
ſtance more—the univerſal deluge : 
2 judgment, that affected every na- 
tion under heaven ! We know that 
that puniſhment was inflited becauſe 
of the univerſal iniquity and corrup- 
tion of meh. © God ſaw that the 
« wickedneſs of man was great in the 
earth, and that every imagination 
© of the thoughts of his heart was 


| only 
* Nahum. III. 18, 19. 
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« only evil continually!””f The pu- 
niſhment was proportioned to the 
extent and to the magnitude of the 
provocation; and the whole human 
race, except eight righteous perſons, 


experienced entire deſtruction!“ 


I cannot therefore but dread the 
operation of a general negle& of re- 
ligious duties: I cannot but dread 
the effects which muſt naturally be 
expected to proceed, from the prac- 
tices of great numbers of the people, 
in the preſent critical emergency. I do 
not ſee how the evil could have been 


entirely 
+ Gen. VI. 5. 


* Gen, VII. 19. 23. 
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entirely avoided, All we can now do, 
is, to endeavour to apply a remedy : 
to point out the danger which would 
threaten the ſtate from a continuance 
of the preſent practice; to exhort 
you to refrain from it, the moment 
the neceſſity ceaſes; and to put you 
upon your guard againſt a KAabit, 
which, if long-continued, would be. 
productive of the moſt fatal conſe- 
quences, to yourſelves, and to your 
country. 


Theſe remarks, and theſe cauti- 
ons cannot, I conceive, be thought 
frivolous, or needleſs, by any one, 

who 


] 


who has heard of the review of the 
corps belonging to this diſtri, which 


{. . 
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took place on a ſunday in laft June. 
It was a flagrant offence againſt de- 
cency and propriety, as well as 
againſt the laws, and the religion, 
of the country. And it proves that 
there is not, in all of you, * fach an 
* heart, as will incline you to fear 
% God, and to Terve Him, and to 
# keep His ſtatutes, which He com- N 
& manded you for your good, al- _ 
« Ways.“ 


There certainly was no neceſſity 
for a meeting of that nature, And 
the 
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the inexpediency of it is very evident: 


it had a tendency to impreſs upon 
the minds of the A ſſociators, as well 
as of the crowds" of people, which 
ſuch an exhibition, of courſe, drew 
together, the moſt pernicious ideas, 
reſpeQing the devout and ſolemn ob- 
ſervance of the ſabbath. I know that 
ſome individuals of your corps, 
with whom I happened to converſe 
upon the ſubject, diſapproved of it, 
at the time, exceedingly. But we 
muſt be very ignorant of the power- 
ful effeQ which Irreligion, by gra- 
dual advances, produces on the 
human mind, if we do not know that 


this 


1 
mis repugnance to the prophanation 
of the ſabbath, how ſtrong ſoever it 
might be at that time, was weakened 
by even that one at; and that by 
repeated exhibitions of that ſort, it 
would be totally deftroyed. 


It is a melancholy conſideration, 
that whilſt our countrymen are aſſo- 
ciating for the defence of their reli- 
gion, they ſhould unwittingly, be 
undermining the foundation of one of 
its moſt ſolemn inſtitutions; and that, 
whilſtthey are juſtly reprobating, and, 
to the utmoſt of their power, coun- 
teracting, that chief and leading prin- 


F ciple 
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ciple of their enemies, Impiety, they 
ſhould be inſenſihly ſubjefting them- 
ſelves to all us deſtructive influences; 
and that, when the preſent conteſt 
mall be ended, and they ſhall have 
triumphed over thoſe who now 
cheriſh it, they ſhould find themſelves 
its ſlaves, 

I do nat indeed know that exhi- 
bitions of this kind, on Sundays, were 
general in the kingdom; mor do I 
conceive that any of them can be 
often repeated. But yet I think it 
Tight to ftate, in this place, my opi- 


nion, that lo needleſs a breach, as 
| that 
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that cettaitify was, of one of the com- 
mands of God, was not only finful 
in itſelf, but dangerous in its effects 
and conſequences. 


It is impoſſible for you to be too 
circumſpe@ and watchful, ot to be too 


much cautioned, upon this tnomen- 
tous ſubject. 


I hope, however, it will not 
be ſuppoſed that, becauſe I have 
enforced it ſo ſtrongly, I conceive 
the whole of our duty to conſiſt in 
the decent and devout obſervance _ 
of the ſabbath- day. My ſentiments 


"MS perfectly 
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perfectly accord with thoſe of the 
Prophet Micah, and of the Apoſtles 
St Paul and St. James, upon this 
very point: * If any man among 
« you ſeem to be religious” if he 
be never ſo ſtri and exact in the ob- 
ſervance of religious ordinances— 
yes... bridleth not his tongue, but 
% deceiveth his own heart;”” if he be 
not careful *“ to do juſtice, and to 
e love mercy,” as well as“ to walk 
* humbly with his God;” if he, be 


not deſirous and anxious © to viſit 
the fatherleſs and widows in their 


„„ affliction, and to keep himſelf 
* unſpotted 


11 


e unſpotted from the world that 
man's religion is “ not only vain,” 


but © 1s worſe than infidelity.” T 


But though I conſider the per- 
formance of public worſhip to be a 
ſmall, yet I think it to be a very ne- 
ceſſary, part of the Chriſtian reli- 
gron, For, beſide that it is a duty 
poſitively enjoined ; befide that our 
Saviour has taught us, by precept 


and example, to be earneſt and un- 
| eeaſing 


+ James I. 26. Micah VI. 9. 1 Tim. V. 8. 
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ceaſing in our prayers to God,. 
and that St. Paul has exhorted and 


directed us © not to forſake the 


aſſembling 


Matt. XXVI. 39, 42, 44 Luke XVIII. 1-5: 
XXII. 44; And many other paſſages. It may poſſibly 
be objected that our Saviour enjoins, not public, but 
private, prayer; as he does expreſily, Matt. VI. 6. He 
does not indeed poſitively ſpeak of public prayer. But 
his ind may be certainly known and underſtood, 
from his conduct, in this reſpect, and from that of his 
Apoſtles. He himſelf frequented the Temple daily (Matt. 
XXVI. 55) for the purpoſes, probably, of praying to his 
Father (agreeably to the practice of the Jews in his days, 
Luke I. 10.) as well as of inſtructing the people: For 
he cenſured the Jews, with great ſeverity, for their pro- 


phanation of that ſacred place, and taught them to ſanctify 


it as * an houſe of prayer” (Mark XI. x7.) We find the 
Apoſtles too, who muſt ha ve known their Maſter's ſenti- 
ments upon this point, going *up to the Temple at the 
hour of prayer.” (Acts III. 1.) We hear, moreover, of 
their going, on the ſabbath, whilſt they abode in a Gen- 
tile=city, © to a river- ſide, where prayer was wont to be 
made. (Acts XVI. 13) And, after the aſcenſion of 
their Maſter, who had . for forty days together ſpoken to 


= 


aſſembling of ourſelves together ;”F 
there ſubſiſts ſo ſtrong and ſo inti- 
mate a connexion between Religion 
and Morality, that it is almoſt impol- 
fible to ſeparate them; and wherever 
we lee the duties of the one ne- 
glected, we ſeldom find the rules of 
the other much obſerved. Indeed, a 
life of entire and unvarying mora- 

lity 


them of the things pertaining to the kingdom of God,“ 
Acts I. 3.) we are told, that they © were continually 
in the Temple, praiſing and bleſſing God.” /Luke XXIV, 
53.) ln addition to this, we may obſerve, that St. Paul 
moſt aſſuredly enforces the duty of public prayer, when 
he exhorts us not to forſake ** the aſſembling of our. 
ſelves together.” 


4 
i- 


t Heb. X. 25. 
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lity cannot be expected to proceed 
from any thing but a ſound, a ſettled, 
and a ſteady, religious ſpirit. I will 
not ſay, that a man, who neglects 


religious duties, cannot follow a rule 


of perfect morality: Though, I con- 
feſs, I very much doubt the inſtances 
that have been aduced to prove a 
_ contrary opinion. But of this I am 
confident: That a ſincerely religious 
ſpirit is the only thing likely to ſe- 
cure a man under the various temp- 
tations to which he is liable, under 
the various. ſituations of trial and 
difficulty, to which numberleſs acci- 


dents may expole him, from a breach 


of 


B 


of ſome of the laws of Chriſtian mo- 
rality. We are all ſenſible, that we 
are, by nature, prone to commit im- 
moral attions! Ho difficult then, 
not to ſay impoſſible, is it, for a 
man, weak and frail, and thus ſin- 
fully diſpoſed, to be always firm and 
ſteady in the moral part of his duty, 
unleſs his mind receive continual 
ſtrength and aid from the principles 
of religion! And how can thoſe 
principles be encouraged or ſup- 
ported, but by the conſtant exerciſe 


and practice of religious ſervices ! 


The evils, therefore, to which 
G your 


— 4 J 


your circumſtances render you lia- 


ble, are much more extenſive, and 
much more ſerious, than might have 
been, at firſt fight, apprehended. 
They certainly require, and demand, 
your moſt careful attention ! But, 
as the bad tendencies of your preſent 
habits are now plainly ſet before your 
eyes, and your are warned, and cau- 
tioned, and guarded againſt them, 
they will fail, I truſt, of producing 
thoſe ruinous conſequences, which 


we ſhould, otherwiſe, juſtly dread! 


An 


An Addreſs, &c. 
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PART II. 


The means pointed out, whereby the Volun- 
teer Corps may render permanent benefits to 
their Country, | 


AVING now repreſented to 

you, (not with too much jea- 
louſy, I think) the miſchiefs, to 
which you are principally, and par- 
ticularly, expoſed; I will enquire 
whether, on the other hand, your 
diſpoſitions, and your habits, may 
not receive material improvement, 
8 G 2 and 


E 


and whether the moſt beneficial ef- 


feats may not be brought about, by 


your making a proper uſe, and tak- 
ing a due advantage, of thoſe very 
circumſtances, with which ſo much 


danger is connected. 


It is proper to premiſe (for the | 
conſideration will, I am ſure, have 
great weight with you) though by no 
means neceſſary to prove, that as, in 
the ordinary diſpenfations of Provi- 
dence, your country muſt ſuffer 
great miſeries and diſtreſſes, perhaps 
annihilation, from the irreligious 
and immoral practices of a conſide- 


rable 


* 


rable portion of her people; ſhe 
would, for a ſimilar reaſon, derive 
great and laſting beneßts, if not en- 
tire ſafety, proſperity, and uninter- 
rupted peace, from the virtuous and 
religious conduct of the members of 
your numerous corps. The Al- 
mighty, who is juſt and righteous in 
all His ways, always does, and al- 
ways muſt, puniſh, or reward, na- 
tions, in this world, for their im- 
piety, or for their godlineſs and vir- 
tue; for here only will they, as na- 
tions, exiſt, He generally makes uſe 
of human means for affecting His wiſe 
and good purpoſes, either of judg- 


ment 
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ment or of mercy. It is not often 


that He rains *down fire and brim- 
ſtone from heaven,” for the deſtrue- 


tion of a country:* Nor does He fre- 
quently ſave a nation from ruin, by 
ſending His deſtroying angel into the 


camp of its invaders! 7 


In our particular caſe, though 
He has ſuffered us to be afflicted 
and ſtricken, yet He has, evidently, 
« not caſt us away!“ - He hath been 
gracious and merciful to us, in abun- 
| dance of inſtances, during the pre- 


ſent 
Gen. XIX. 24. 


I II Kings XIX. 35. 
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ſent conteſt: And often, by His plain 
interpoſition, He has enabled the 
means which we have happily uſed, 


to ſave us from deſtruftion. 


It would be the deepeſt and the 
moſt unpardonable ingratitude to 
. thoſe brave men who have ſo nobly 
fought in their country's cauſe, and 
who have rendered her ſo many, and 
ſuch eſſential, ſervices, to ſay that 
you are the only inſtruments which 
Providence hath uſed in producing 


our - preſent ſecurity. — But cer- 


tainly, much has been done by your 


means! 5 
We 


a Th 


We may ſuppole, therefore, that 


the virtues of ſome, and the vices of 
other, individuals, in this nation, are 
placed before God in a ſtate of equi- 
poiſe !—The ſuppoſition may be well 
admitted, when we conſider that we 
are ſuffering ſevere judgments, and 
receiving great mercies from hea- 
ven, at the ſame moment. Oh, con- 
ſider, then, how it is in your power 
to make the ſcale of our virtues 
quickly preponderate! Oh, con- 
ſider what would be the bappy con- 
ſequences, if, in addition to your cor- 
poral exertions, you were to give 
your countty the benefit of your 
ſpiritual improvements! if you would 


be 


L i {Þþ- 


be perſuaded to © to ſerve your 
« God, with but half. the, zeal 
« you have ſerved your King!” If 
you would take as much, or even 
half the pains, to © exerciſe your 
* ſouls unto godlineſs,” as you have 
taken to perfeA your bodies in the 
arts of war!—God, we are told, 
would have preſerved the corrupt 
and abominable city of Sodom, could 
there have been found within it but 
ten righteous perſons.F How much 
rather then, would He ſpare, defend, 
and proſper this kingdom, which he 
ſtill regards with an eye of love and 
R tenderneſs 


I Gen. XVII. 32. 


19 


tenderneſs, if the hoſts of our war- 
riors were alſo bands of ſincere 
chriſtians !—Then might you lite- 
rally be called, as were His favo- 
rites of old, © the armies of the 
« living God! - And God Himſelf 
would dwell with us I“ we ſhould 
„ be His people, and He would be 
« our God, and would ſave us from 
« our enemies on every ſide!“ — 
Could He not behold “ iniquity,” 
neither ſee “ perverſeneſs” in Bri- 


tain; could He not behold impiety 
or immorality even amongſt your 


ranks; then would the Lord our 
.God be ever with us, and © the 


ſhout 


E 2-05 


« ſhout of a King always amongſt 
us!*—*<* The throne?” would be © ef... 
tabliſhed by righteouſneſs,” and our 
juſtly beloved and revered. Sove- 
reign, as well as his people, might 
defy the arts, the malice, and the 
power of his enemies, and might 
laugh all their vaunting threats to 


ſcorn! 


How ardently then is it to be de- 
fired, that an attempt, and a deter- 
mination, may be made by you, to 
introduce, amongſt your aſſociated 
bodies at leaſt, a thorough reforma- 

„ tion 
Numbers XXIII. 21. 
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tion of manners !—You,” who are 
under rules and laws diſtin from 
thoſe which govern the reſt of the 
community, may enter into engage- 
ments for the regular obſervance of 
religious duties (and even for the 
abſtaining from immoral aRions) 
with the greateſt proſpect of ſucceſs. 
Doubtleſs, there are difficulties in 
your way! But thoſe impediments 
ſhould ſtimulate, rather than check, 


your exertions, You, who have 
evinced ſo much zeal, ſo much pa- 


tience, ſo much alacrity, ſo much 
perſeverance, ſo much ſelf-denial, 
ſo much determination, in the pro- 

| grels 
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greſs of your attainment of military 
arts you will not pretend that any 
difficulties, that any obſtacles, that 
any mortifications, can prevent you 
from becoming * faithful ſervants 
and ſoldiers of Jeſus Chriſt!” 


The public ſervice of the Church 
cannot, it is well known, be regu- 
larly attended, without fome incon- 
veniencies; inconveniencies, how- 
ever, by no means ſo great, or ſo 
many, as thoſe which you have ſuſ- 
tained, and continue to ſuſtain, in 
your military engagements, How 
| often 
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often, after the fatigue of a long day's 


labour, have you relinquiſhed the 
quiet and the repoſe that you have 
been accuſtomed to enjoy with your 
families, and have ſubmitted to the 
trouble of paſſing ſome hours in mi- 
litary diſcipline! I have known ſome 
of you do fo, repeatedly, evening 
after evening, during a whole ſum- 
mer | 


And what now would be the in- 
conveniences attending your relig1- 
ous obſervance of the ſabbath? We 
will ſuppoſe you to be engaged two 
hours in the morning, and as many 

0 85 in 


[ W 3 
in the afternoon,* in the public fer- 
vice of the church. You would be 
performing no bodily labour, nothing 


to fatigue and harraſs you! You 
would 


* I ſay morning and afternoon, becauſe thoſe are, 
in populous places, the tated ſeaſons of divine worſhip. 
And I cannot conceive the piety of that man to be very 
ardent, or very eitimable, who attends the ſervice of 
the church on one part of the ſunday, and, that he may 
follow his own amuſements, abſents from it on the 
other. We are taught to abſtain from “ doing our plea» 
ſure on God's holy day;”” we are taught to * call the 
ſabbath a Delight--The Holy of the Lord — Honourable" '—— 
ve are taught to 4 honour Him” on that day; not 
doing our own ways, nor finding our own pleaſure.” 
(Ifaiah LVIII. 13.) And it aſtoniſhes me, that in op- 
poſition to theſe plain directions, men ſhould, for the 
purpoſes of buſineſs or amuſement ; of attending to the 
concerns of their farms, or their merchandizes; of pur- 
ſuing, in ſhort, worldly pleaſures of any kind and des» 
\nomination;—it aſtoniſhes me, that, for any of theſe 
trivial purpoſes, they ſhould ſorſake the worſhip of 
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would be employed in holding con- 


verſe with your God; in conciliating 
the favour of Him who is to be your 
Judge; in profeſſing your entire de- 
pendance upon Him, and in im- 
ploring His protection both here and 
hereafter; in hearing him ſpeak to 
you by His holy word ; and in hear- 
ing that word taught, explained, en- 


forced, and inculcated ! 
Is 


God; ſhould refuſe to proſtrate themſelves before His 

footſtool; and ſhould, in effect, ſpurn Ris preſence. 
Men who thus prefer worldly engagements to the wor- 
Thip of the Almighty, are certainly in the ſcripture 
phraſe, © lovers of pleaſure, more than lovers of God“ 
(2 Tim. III. 4): And how can they, with ſuch-diſpo- 
hions, and uuder ſuch circumſtances, expect His la- 
vour, and His ptovidential care and prutection | 
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Is this a kind of employment that 

a rational creature, who feels his 
weak, his dependant, his inſecure and 
uncertain ſtate in this world, and who 
looks forward to * life and immor- 
tality” in another, ſhould avoid and 
ſhun !— Is it a kind of employment 
for which men ſhould heſitate or 
ſcruple to give up, and to “ for- 
ſake,” during the hours they are in- 
vited to it, “ houſes and lands, bre- 
« thren and ſiſters, fathers and mo- 
c thers, wives and children,“ all the 
dear connexions of life, and all the 
enjoyments and pleaſures of the 
world !— Can any man, who reflects 


I 


at 


191 
atall upon his condition, and upon 
the advantages attendant on this duty, 
call it a hardſhip to be regular in the 
practice of it — Or rather, is there a 
man in his ſenſes, who will not en- 
deavour and ſtrive, with care and 
anxiety, to perform it upon every 
opportunity ; who will not cry out, in 
thoſe pious and beautiful words of 
David, One thing have I defired 
* of the Lord, which I will require, 
4 even that I may dwell in the houſe 
« of the Lord all the days of my 
e life, to behol&the fair beauty of 
« the Lord, and to viſit His tem- 


* ple. For in the time of trouble, 
He 
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« He ſhall hide me in His tabernaele; 
« yea, in the ſecret place of His 
*« dwelling ſhall he hide me and ſet 
« me up upon a rock of ftone, and 
« ſhall lift up mine head above mine 
« enemies round about. Therefore 
„vill I offer in His dwelling an ob- 
« lation with great gladneſs. Oh, 
„ how amiable are Thy dwellings 
* Thou Lord of Hoſts! My foul 
„ hath a deſire and longing to enter 
© into the courts of the Lord; my 
heart and my fleſh rejoice in the 
« living God! Yea, the ſparrow 
« hath found her an houle, and the 
„ ſwallow a neſt where ſhe may lay 

] 2 her 


1 


« her young, even Thy altars, O 
* Lord of Hoſts, my King and my 
God!“ 


I hope that what I have ſaid will 
induce ſome of your Societies to a- 
gree to a regular performance of 
this public duty. And I truſt, that 

in others of your Corps, where it 
may not be the general wiſh and de- 
fire to come into ſuch a regulation, 
many individuals will be ſenſible of 
the benefits that would accrue from 
it, and will be perſuaded to ſet be- 
fore their fellow-members, ſo good 


and ſo uſeful an example. 
I muſt 


* Pſaims XXVII 4—6. LXXXIEV :—z. 
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1 muſt now requeſt your atten- 
tion to another act of religious wor- 
ſhip, the moſt ſolemn, the maſt im- 
portant, the molt eſſential, that we 
are required to perform; it is hardly 
neceſſary to ſay, I mean the ſacra- 


ment of the Lord's Supper, This 
ſacred ſervice is the charafteriſtic, 


« the perfection of a Chriſtian:“ 


And he who negleRs the performance 
of it, has but little claim to the title 


of Servant and Follower of Jeſus 


Chriſt.* 


But as it is lamentably true, that 
this duty is ſlighted and deſpiſed — 
— 


„Lake VI. 46. 
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at leaſt, overlooked and unheeded, 
by great numbers of people, particu- 
larly by young men (of which deſcrip- 
tion of perſons your Corps are prin- 
cipally compoſed); I will endeavour 
to point out, in as brief a manner 
as poſſible, the abſolute neceſſity of 
your performing it. And I entreat 
that you will lend your moſt attentive 


confideration to what I ſhall ſay upon 
the ſubjeQ. | 


The ſervice” itſelf is almoſt uni- 


verſally allowed to be of great con- 
ſequence, Indeed, the circumſtan- 
ces attending the inſtitution of it, are, 


alone 


F 


alone, abundantly ſufficient to prove 
its high and ſerious importance: It 
was ordained by our Saviour, in the 
laſt and the moſt ſolemn moments of 
his life; it was ordained as a memo- 
rial of that ſacrifice upon the croſs, 
to which, we muſt, ultimately, owe 
our ſalvation ; it was ordained that 
we might continually repreſent that 
great ſacrifice to God, and might 
apply to ourſelves its merits and its 
benefits : And the obſervance of it 
was enforced by our Lord, then upon 
the point of leaving the world, in the 
moſt affecting and the moſt im- 
preſſive words: „Do this in remem- 


brance of me.“ 
Let, 


J. „ 


Let, now, any one, a ſtranger to 
this world, be told the relation in 
which we ſtand to Jeſus Chriſt; let 
him be informed of the puniſhment 
. due to fin, and of the immenſe price 
(even the price of his own blood,) 
that our Saviour paid for our redemp- 
tion; let him be acquainted with the 
- purpoſes for which the Lord's Sup- 
per was ordained, namely, that we 
might offer it up, as a lively repreſen- 
tation to God and to ourſelves, of 
the death and ſufferings of that kind 
and merciful Redeemer; and © as 
a means,” whereby we might © re- 


ceive“ all © the innumerable bene- 


fits, 


E 
benefits, which, by His precious 
blood-ſhedding, he hath obtained 
to us;”” let him be informed, that 
« if, with a true penitent heart, 
and lively faith, we” would “ re- 
ceive that holy ſacrament, then we“ 
ſhould “ ſpiritually eat the fleſh of 
Chriſt, and drink his blood—then 
we” ſhould *“ dwell in Chriſt, and 
Chriſt in us“ then we ſhould be- 
come “one with Chriſt, and Chriſt 
with us; —let him be informed of all 
theſe circumſtances ; and how incre- 
dible would it appear to hear, that 
a ſervice ſo ſolemnly inſtituted, fo | 


politively, ſo emphatically com. 
K manded 
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manded, and intended for ſuch be- 

neficial uſes, ſhould, by any hu- 
man being, be fooliſhly and ungrate- 

fully, ſlighted or negleQed! 


But the high importance of the du- 
ty, is the very cauſe of men's neglect- 
ing it. They have been told the 
danger of receiving it unworthily 3 
they have been told the neceſſity of 
previous examination and repent- 
ance; they have been informed that 
the performing of it will but encreaſe 
their guilt, unleſs they will determine 


to deny ungodlinels and worldly luſts; 


unleſs they will reſolve to forſake, 
and 


1 


and to abſtain from, every ſpecies 


and every degree of ſin, and to walk 
entirely in the paths of uprightneſs, 


Thefe are difficulties which ſtartle 
them. Theſe, ſay they, are © hard” 
fayings: & who can hear” them? 1 
They are inſtantly offended : They 


turn “ back,” and walk “ no more 
with him,” T 


But, they unhappily forget, that 
unleſs they can bring themſelves to 
the obſervance of a rule of conduct, 


K 2 no 


1 John VI. 60. 


+ John VI. 66. 
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no leſs ſtritt than that which we have 
juſt deſcribed, they will be in great 
danger of loſing their eternal ſalva- 


tion, They forget, that no one “ ſhall 
aſcend unto the hill of the Lord,” 
or „ riſe up into His holy place,“ 


but he that leadeth an uncorrupt 
life; he that hath clean hands, and a 
pure heart!” + They forget that 


c every one who” even © nameth 
the name of Chriſt,” muſt « depart 
from all iniquity.““ They forget, 
that “they that are Chriſt's muſt 


have 
+ Pſalms XV. & XXIV. 3, 4. 


2 Tim. II. 19, 
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have crucified the fleſh, with the 
affections and luſts; ä and that they 


* .* 


who are guilty of © adultery, for- 
c nication, uncleanneſs, laſciviouſ- 
« neſs, idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, 
& yariance, emulations, wrath, ſtrife, 
« ſeditions, hereſies, envyings, mur- 
ders, drunkennels, revellings, and 
* ſuch like, ſhall not inherit the 
« kingdom of God.” They forget, 
that no whoremonger, nor unclean. 
« perſon, nor covetous man, who is 
gan idolater, hath any. inheritance 


10 


+ Gal. V. 24. 
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«in the kingdom of Chriſt and of 
00 God.“ T And they forget, that 
without © holineſs” (a term which 
expreſſes as great excellence, and as 
much freedom from fin, as human 
nature will allow of) “ no man ſhall 
ſee the Lord.“ * | 


Admitting then, m its moſt ex- 
tenſive ſenſe, the neceſſity of a pure 
and blameleſs conduQ, in them that 
approach the Table of the Lord; it 
muſt be inſiſted, that a conduct e- 
qually holy and unblameable, is abſo- 

lutely 
t Eph. v. 5. 
fHeb. XII. 14. 
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lutely neceſſary for thoſe, who can 
look forward, with any fort of con- 
fidence, to the attainment of eter- 


nal happineſs in heaven. 


Let no one, therefore, lull him- 
ſelf into a ſtate of fatal ſecurity upon 
this momentous point. Let him not 
flatter and delude himſelf into the 
idea that God will allow him, with 
impunity, © to do wickedly, or that 
He hath “ given any man licenſe 
to ſin;“ * much leſs, let him enter- 
tain the abſurd notion, that he will 
be ſuffered to urge one ſin, as an excuſe 
for another; or that he can expe to 


| plead 
* Ecclus. XV. 20. 


E ? 


plead with ſucceſs, before the awful 
tribunal of the Almighty, his com- 
miſſion of a known, and wilful, and 
deliberate breach of the * leaſt” 
of the commandments of God,* as a 
reaſon for his neglett of this ſolemn 
and indiſpenſible ordinance. ' 


Reſpetting, however, a general 
agreement, in any one of your Corps, 
for the conſtant obſervance of this 
ſacred rite, I am far, I co nfeſs, from 
being ſanguine, The different dif- | 
poſitions, the different habits, and 
the different ſituations, of the indi- 


viduals compoſing your corps, ren- 


der 
* Matt. V. 19. 


=» 


render ſo deſirable a concurrence al- 
moſt impoſſible. I do not venture 
to expreſs a hope that it might be, 
at preſent, attempted; for I fear that 
the plan would meet with inſupera- 
ble difficulties, Yet, what I have 
ſaid upon this ſubjeA, puts, I think, 
the importance of the Lord's Supper 
in ſuch a clear light; and expoſes, 
with ſo much fairneſs, the weak and 
frivolous excuſe, which men are 
wont to urge for their negle of it; 
that I am inclined to hope it will 
have conſiderable weight, and will 
induce many of you to conſider their 
ways, and their doings, and, by a re- 
| L gular 


BY 


gular and due performance of that 
eſſential duty, to “ turn unto the 
Lord their God.” 


Great would be the benefits ac- 
cruing to yourſelves, great would be 
the advantages felt by the commu- 
nity, from ſo material an amend- 
ment in your conduct. And I cannot 
but indulge the pleaſing idea, chat 
a great majority of you, who have al- 
ready done ſo much for your coun- 
try, will be perſuaded to proceed 
one ſtep farther, and to render her 
this eſſential, and this laſting, fer- 


vice. 


What! 
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What ! though it be allowed that 


there are difficulties in your way. 
What! though you muſt deny your- 
ſelves, and take up your croſs; 
though you muſt mortify your appe- 
tites, muſt reſiſt temptations, muſt 
refrain from all finful indulgen- 
cies !—Thoſe difficulties you ought 
boldly to encounter, and reſo. 
lutely to overcome. For, * a 
good ſoldier of Jeſus Chriſt,” no 
leſs than every other ſoldier, muſt 
« endure hardneſs.”* - He is bound 
(as are other ſoldiers with reſpe& 
to their particular corps) to con- 


1 form 


2 Tim, I. 3. 


3 
form himſelf ſtrictly to the laws 
of the Chriſtian profeſſion,“ in 
which he has been enrolled. He 
muſt refrain from every action that 
offends againſt the regulations of the 
body to which he belongs. He muſt 
attend his duty, at all ſtated times, 
and under all poſſible circumſtances. 
And he muſt fight as manfully, un 
der the banner of Chriſt, againſt 
thoſe enemies of his profeſſion, the 
World, the Fleſh, and the Devil, as 
muſt a good ſoldier of the public, 
when called out, againſt the enemies 


of his country. 
Suppoſe 


Wa 


Suppoſe now, that a ſoldier were 


to plead, in excule for his having ne- 


glected his duty conſtantly, or even 
once, that he was a drunkard, an 
idler, a nocturnal robber, or, in 
ſhort, that he was addicted to any 
one crime, by which he rendered 
himſelf unfit, or unable, to perform 
his public duties: How would ſuch 
a repreſentation be received by his 
officers? Would it excuſe, could it 
poſſibly be allowed to pailate, his 
offence; or would it at all mitigate 


his puniſhment? 


you 


Why theo will you— ſenſible as 
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you muſt be of the juſtneſs of this 


ſtatement —hazard your eternal ac- 


ceptance before the Court of hea- 
ven, by truſting to an excuſe which 
would be rejected by men like your- 


ſelves! 


For your own ſakes, therefore, as 
well as for the ſake of your country, 
theſe conſiderations ought to make 
a ſtrong impreſſion upon your minds, 
and may reafonably be expetted to 
produce a very great improvement 
in your conduct. The ſalvation of 
your country 1s, undoubtedly, an 
object, which demands, from every 


man 
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man in it, his moſt zealous exerti- 
ons; and you, we are all ſenſible, 
have uſed the moſt earneſt and the 
moſt laudable endeavours, to effect 
and to ſecure it. But is that an ob- 
ject of greater importance than the 
ſalvation of your own ſouls ? By no 
means : Your country, like all other 
earthly fabrics, is periſhable; your 
ſouls will © never die.” And if 
you evince ſo much anxiety for the 
temporal and changeable proſperity 
of the one; how much greater ſoli- 
citude ought you to prove for the 
eternal good and happineſs of the 
other! This very day, your un- 


certian 


1 


— 


certain courſes may be finiſhed; and 
in the approaching night, your fouls 
may be © required of you! — W hat 
unceaſing pains then ſhould you take, 
that you may preſent them blameleſs 
before the throne of God ! 


Believe it, the ſalvation of your 
ſouls is not to be ſecured by ſuch 
eaſy means as the thoughtleſs and in- 
conſiderate part of the world purſue, 
We muſt “ labour” for the “ meat 
that endureth unto everlaſting life.”* 
And we are told that we muſt “ work 
out with fear and trembling” (which 

expreſſion 
® John VI. 27. 


1 


expreſſion ſurely indicates great dif- 
ficulty in the taſk) our ce own falva- 
tion.”+ We are aſſured, that even 
e the righteous are ſcarcely ſaved; * 
and that „ the gate is ſtrait, and the 
* way narrow, which leadeth unto 


« life; and that there are few who 
ce find it.” 


And when we conſider, not only 
the great difficulty of obtaining eter- 
nal happineſs, but alſo the poſſible 

M | chance 


t Phil. II. 12. N ” 
1 Peter IV. 18. 
o Matt. VII. 14. 


1 
chance there is of our being doomed 
to eternal torment; of our being 


« beaten” (as our Saviour expreſſes 


it) “ with many ſtripes;“ T of our 
being caſt « ino outer darkneſs, 
« where ſhall be weeping and gnaſh- 


« ing of teeth” I of our being driven 


from the throne of God * into ever- 


« laſting fire, prepared for the Devil 


* and his angels,“ of our being 


conſigned for ever, to that place, 


here their worm dieth not, and 


ce the 


+ Luke XII. 47. 
. 1 Matt. VIII. 12.— XXII. 13,—XXV, 30. 


$ Matt. XXV. 41 


A 
« the fire is not quenched:“ T When 
we conſider, and reflect upon all 
' thoſe things, it certainly ought to 
make us * paſs the time of our fo- 


„ journing here in fear,”® 


And that theſe repreſentations are 
fanciful, or hyperbolical, who can, 
for a moment, conceive, that has 
heard of the amazing ſufferings of. 
Chriſt; of the ſhame, the rebukes, 
the revilings, the inſults, the -mor- 
tifications, the agonies both of body 
and mind, and at length, the painful 

M 2 death 


+ Mark IX. 43—48. 


91 Peter I. 1. 


1 
death which he endured “ for our 
ſalvation?” Did he not repeatedly, 


and earneſtly pray the Father to put 
away from him the laſt bitter cup? 7 
But that was not poſſible It was ne- 
ceſſary, for the obtaining our ſalva- 
tion, that he ſhould have © ſomewhat 
to fer; and nothing leſs could be 
accepted than his own blood. He 
had a © teſtament,”” moreover, to e- 


ſtabliſh; and there was therefore a 


*« neceſlity” for “the death of the 
e teſtator.”” 


Having, 


+ Matt, XXVI. 39—42—44 
[| Heb. VIII. z. 
t Heb. IX. 16. 


5 


Having, then, been thus “ re- 
deemed;” and the teſtament having 
been eſtabliſhed; and at ſo ineſtimable 


a price; not © with corruptible 


things, © as filver and gold, but with 
e the precious blood of Chriſt, as of a 
6 lamb, without blemiſh and without 
« ſpot;”T is it poſſible for a man to 
flatter himſelf into a belief that the 
terms and conditions of it need not be 
| obſerved with exattneſs; that our wil- 
ful non-compliance with any one item 
of it, will not be puniſhed with ſeverity 
and rigour; and that though we do 
thoſe things which are forbidden in it, 
yet 
+ 1 Peter I, 18—19, 


* 4 


yet we © ſhall not ſurely die!“ T Be 


not deceived. The ways of God are 


unchangeable. And as He hath 
given us a deciſive proof that His 
juſtice requires Him to inflia pu- 
niſhment on thoſe who tranſgreſs His 


laws; as He hath clearly ſhewn us, 


that it was impoſſible for Him to 


ſpare even His dear Son, after He 


had * laid on him the iniquity of us 


all;''* how can we expect to eſcape 


eternal puniſhment, if we do not com- 


ply—if we do not at leaſt endeavour, 


and ſtrive with our *“ whole heart” 


to 


+ Gen. III. 4+ 
® Haiah LIII. 6. 


E 
to comply—with very condition which 


has been propoſed to us . the 
Goſpel? 


© To-day then, if ye will hear 
* God's voice; harden not your 
hearts,“ but liſten and attend to 
it, as it ſpeaks to you in that ſacred 
Book, which He hath given to us, 


to inform our underſtandings, ' and 


to dire& our conduct. There you 


will hear the words of * eternal 
life; f and chere you will hear your 
duty pointed out to you, with mild- 
neſs, with ſimplicity, and with plain- 
neſs, There, alſo, are the threats 


and 


+ John V. 39. 


—  - — - 
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and the promiſes of God, who” 
will not, and who cannot lye;“ “ 
and, I think, you cannot hear them, 
without being terrified by the one, 


and animated by the other, into a 


determined reſolution, to lead a 
good, a virtuous, and a religious 
life. 3 01 ö ase ä 


There is one circumſtance, in 


your conditions, which I may well 


be allowed to urge, as a reaſon for 


your entering, without delay, and 


with cheerfulneſs, upon a courſe of 


virtue and piety: I mean, your youth, 
Now, that you are in the bloom of 
3 life, 

Numb. XXIII. 19— Titus I. 2 
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life, in the vigour of health, and in 
poſſeſſion of your beſt, and your moſt 
uſeful powers; now is the proper 
ſeaſon for you to devote thoſe pow-, 
ers, and thoſe bleſſings, to the ſer- 
vice of Him who gave them; and 
now are you beſt able to promote the 
glory of your God, as well as the 
good of your country, Now, that 
your paſſions are ſtrong and vehe- 
ment; that your appetites are moſt 
importunate; and that temptations to 
fin beſet you with their, utmoſt vio- 
lence; you can beſt prove the ſince- 
rity of your attachment to God, and 
the willingne/s of your obedience to 

N His 
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His laws. Vou can row evince to 
the world, to your own hearts, and 
to God, that you are followers of 
Chriſt from choice, not from con- 
ſtraint. And we know that God de- 
lights in our voluntary ſubmiſſion: 
He ſets little value upon ſervices, 
that are performed “ grudgingly” or, 
of neceſſity;” He loves * a chearful 


giver.” f 


Now, moreover, is the time for 
you to form your principles and your 
habits And, as you increaſe in 
years, you will increaſe in ſpiritual 

ſtrength; 


| 


+ 2 Cor. IX. >. 


- 


ftrength; by reſiſting the Devil, you 
will make him “ flee from you,“ “ 
and “ angels” will come and «,mi- 
niſter unto?” you: f : You will grow 
in grace, and will daily find the taſk 
of working out your ſalvation .leſs 
arduous, and leſs difficult. 


But if, unhappily, ; you feel in- 
clined to defer, to your more ma- 
ture years, your reſolutions of a 
lincere and an hearty amendment of 
life; conſider well, bow little you 
can reaſonably reckon upon the fu- 

| 28: et 


* James IV. 7. 


+ Matt. IV. 11. 


* 1 
future . © Oat mati dieth in his 
full ſtrengtb, being Wholly at caſe 
„ and quiet: His'breafts'are full of 
* milk, ati his bones are moiſtened 
* with martöw. + Daily experi- 
ence confirms the truth of Job's ob- 

ſervation. And it is t66 evident to 


be denied, that however Rrong, and 
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n healthy you may be at the 
1007 


preſent r moment, you cannot depend 
or preſume upon your exiſtence for 
an hour, If, then, it mould pleaſe 
God to cut you off 1 in the midſt of 
your age, what would be the end of 


your dilatory reſolves? 
_ Conſider, 


+ Job XXL. 23, 24. 
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Conſider, moreover, the almoſt 
irreſiſtible power of habits, Coulider 
how much encreaſed force they will 
acquire by long progreſs; and re- 
flea upon the difficulty with which 
they will then be checked, and theit 
coufſe reverted, Remember fatthet, 
hows unwilling men are, at an ad- 
vanced period of life, to ſet aböüt, 
or to attempt, a change in theft 4k 
bit ts of every defeription; how averfe 
they are from entering upon a new 
courſe of living; upon a new ſtudy; 
upon a freſh purſuit of any object 
whatſoever. And if they are ſo 
averſe from a new inveſtigation of 
3 « earthly 


: — 
1 
— a 
- 


wo 
10 earthly things,” how 'can they 
bring.themſelves to a ſerious en- 
quiry into * heavenly things ?” 


And when we reflect, that, at the 
end of their days, they muſt take 
into their conſideration the long ca- 
talogue of ſins which they have com- 
mitted ; the many gracious motions 
of the Holy Spirit which they have 
reſiſted; and the irreparable waſte 
they have made of the gifts which 
have been entruſted to them ;—can 
we wonder to fee ſo many old peo- 
ple purſuing, with apparent deſpe- 
ration, their wicked and miſerable 


courſes; 
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courſes; putting off from day to day, 
the importunate adviſer to amend- 
ment; and dying, at laſt, in a ſtate 


of complete impenitence ? 


Indeed, I conceive repentance — 


true, ſincere, repentance—to be, for 


an old perſon, who hath paſſed his life 
in fin, a task of the utmoſt difficulty, 


Nothing, in my opinion, can pro- 
duce it but a miracle. For, how 
can we ſuppoſe it poſſible, for an old 
man, totally unuſed to pious thoughts, 
or virtuous practices, with an heart 
vitiated by divers kinds of miſcon- 


duct, and hardened by habits of fin, 
| how 
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how can we ſuppoſe it poſſible for 
ſuch a man, unaided by ſupernatural 
means, to acquire the diſpoſitions 
which are requiſite to form the mind 
of a true and perfect Chriſtian? - He 
has to “ put off,” entirely, “ the 
old man, which 1s corrupt, accord- 
ing to the deceitful luſts;“ and to 
«. put on the new man, which, after 
God” (that is, in the [theneſs or re- 
ſemblance of God,) © is created in 
righteoufneſs and true holineſs.” þ 
He has to effect an entire change of 
heart; to be © renewed in the ſpirit of 

his 


1] Eph. IV. 22—24. 


U Þ 


his mind 3 „to be as it were, born 

again; and to receive theGoſpel 
with the ſincerity, the purity, and 
the ſimpliciiy of an infant. 


How can all this be done by a 
man dcfiled, polluted, and corrupted ' 
by guilt? Surely not by his own, 
power!—And what right has he to 
expect that God will work a miracle. 
for his ſalvation, aſter he has ſo long 

40 abuſed 


Ib. 
t John III. z. 


+ Mark X. 15. and Luke XVIII. 17.“ Verily 
I ſay unio you, whoſoever ſhall not receive 
the kingdom of God as a little child, ſhall 
in no wiſe enter therein.“ 
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abuſed his goodneſs, and trifled with 


his mercy ?- 


But, admitting it to be poſſible for 
a wicked man, at the end of his days, 
to effect this thorough change upon 
his mind, and to enter upon a mode 
of living entirely new; admitting that 
he can, and actually does, offer up 
himſelf, his ſoul, and his body, “ to 
be a lively ſacrifice to God; what 
does the ſacrifice amount to? When 
he has no longer the power of ſerv- 
ing fin, and of enjoying its deceitful 
pleaſures, what merit can he poſſibly 


have in devoting himſelf to the ſer- 


vice 
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vice of the Almighty? When he ts 
no longer capable of being uſeful to 
his fellow-creatures; when he no 
longer poſſeſſes the means of promo- 
ting the good of the world, or the 
glory of God; of what eſtimation, in 
the fight of God, or of men, can be 
all his offerings ? * 


God forbid, that I ſhould diſcourage, by what I have 
ſaid, the moſt confirmed finner from attemp ing an entire 
change in heart, in mind, and in habits of life, and from 
hoping for perfe& remiſſion and forgiveneſs: God for- 
bid, that I ſhould appear to rob him of thoſe conſola- 
tions and comforts, which are ſpread over every page 
of the Goſpel. The words of God by the mouth of his 
. prophet, may well be applied to one of that deſcription: 
„% Waſh yon, make you clean; put away the evil of your 


« doings from, before mine eyes; ceaſe to do evil; learn 


* to do well; ſeek judgment; relieve the oppreſſed: 
« judge the fatherleſs; plead for the widow;” Then, 
though your ſins be as ſcarlet, they ſhall be as white 
« as ſnow; though they be red like crimſon, they ſhall 


O 2 | But 
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But you may think, perhaps, that 
the ſeaſon of youth ſhould be em. 
ploy ed, not in the ſerious and ſolemn 


duties 


© be as wool” (Is, 1. 16—18). Our merciful Father is 
« not willing that any ſhould periſh, but that all 
« ſhould come to repentance” (2 Pet, III. 9). And he 
will forgive (if he be meekly entreated: Mat. XVIII ga). 
the debt of © five hundred pence,” as frankly” as that 
of „ fifty” (Luke 41, 42). If there be but an humble 
and a contrite heart, every thing is to be hoped for and 
expected: For God «giveth grace to the humble” 
(James IV. 6.); And He will © dwell,” He hath told us, 
«with him that is of a contrite and humble ſpirit; to re- 
vive the ſpirit of the humble, and to revive the heart of 
the contrite ones“ (Is. LVII. 26. Our Saviour came into 
the world for the very purpoſe of calling ſinners to re- 
pentance (Mark II. 17). and of ſaving that which was 
loſt Matt. XVIII. 2), And he hath aſſured us, that iſ any 
one ** cometh unto ” him, he will, in no wiſe, caſt” 
him“ out” (John VI. 37). But I hope that the infinite 
danger which attends the experiment, will deter you 
from reſolving to © continue in ſin, that grace may," af- 
terwards, © abound Rom. VI. 1). 


E 


duties of religion; not in the practice 
of virtuous and pious habits; but in 
the fruition of the joys of life; in che 
indulgence of your inclinations and 
paſſions; and in the free purſuit of 


pleaſure. 


If you have cheſe ideas, they will, 
I fear, be fatal to your peace. Your 
paſſions, unbridled and unreſtrained, 
in the ardent ſeaſon of youth, will 
infallibly, urge you onto miſery and 
„ ſwift deſtruction,” Your journey 
will, doubtleſs, for a time, be full of 
joy and pleaſantry. But the end of 
that mirth“ will be © heavineſs.” + 


When 
+ Prov, XIV. 13. | 
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When you find the days of your youth 
„ ſhortened ”* which they certainly 
will be by intemperate indulgences; 
when you find yourſelves enfeebled 
by a premature old age ; when you 
are ſenſible that your former plea- 
ſures are gone like a ſhadow ora 
dream ; what will you then find you 
have been laying the foundation of, 
but ſorrow, ſhame, remorſe, and 
perhaps hopeleſs contrition? You 
will then feel the force of the Apol- 
tle's remark, that * all that is in the 

world, the luſt of the fleſh, and the 
luſt of the eyes, and the pride of life, 
is not of the Father, but is of the 


world; 


„ 


world ; ' that the world paſſeth 
away and the luſts thereof ;” and 
that he only “ abideth for ever“ who 
&« doth the will of God.“ 


And if, in addition to all this, you 
refle& that the fins and offences of 
your youth cannot be paſſed over by 
your Judge, without ſcrutiny, and 
Juſt puniſhment; is it poſſible that 
you can voluntarily bring upon 
yourſelves all theſe accumulated 
miſchiefs? Is it poſſible that you can 
not only wilfully proceed to ſuch a 

miſerable 


* 1 John II. 16, 17. 
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miſerable old age, but alſo, hazard: 
the loſs of your  birthright, your 
eternal ' inheritance in heaven, for 
the ſake of a few tranſitory grati- 
fications? F The words of Solomon, 
upon this fubje@, ought to be re- 
garded with particular attention, 
and ſhould be ever in the thoughts 
of all men, and,of the young moſt 
eſpecially: © Rejoice, O young 
man, in thy youth, and let thine 
heart cheer thee in the days of thy. 
youth, and walk in the ways of thine 


heart, and in the ſight of thine eyes : 
But - 


+ Heb. XII. 16. 
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But know thou, that for all theſe 
things God will bring thee into 
judgment.“ 


Defer not then, I beſcech you, - 
to enter upon a courſe of holineſs 
and piety, *till old age overtakes you; 
till the “evil days come,” and © the 
years draw nigh,” when you will 
have © no pleaſure in them,” but 
begin the work and labour of your 
ſalvation early in the morning of 
life, and © remember your Creator 


in the days of your youth, =F 


P I cannot 


® Eccles. XI. . 
+ Eccles. XII. 1. 
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1 cannot quit this peft "If my 
ſubjekt, without giving you my moſt 
ſerious advice to attach yourſelves, 
firmly and ſteadily, to the eſtabliſhed 
Church, and to avoid them which 
cauſe divifions, It is neceſſary, I 
think, to guard you particularly a- 
gainſt the ſect of the Methodifts—the 
only one, of the numerous ſets with 
which this nation abounds, that i is to | 
be regarded with any ſort of unea- 
"fineſs. All thoſe have, of late years, 
rapidly declined, and may indeed, 
be ſaid to have *come to nought.” 
But this, by having more novelly than 
the others, has alſo, at preſent, more 


powerful 


B 


powerful attractions. Its emiſſaries, 
alſo, are indefatigably zealous in 
making proſelytes; and as they have 
inſinuated themſelves into almoſt 


every town throughout the kingdom, 


they draw away many well-meaning, 


but unwary, perſons from the true 


Church of Chriſt, 


The danger of going after this 
ſet ſeems to be, in general, but lit- 
tle known, I may be clearly under. 
ood, however, from the following 
conſiderations: There is-but one re- 
gular, legitimate, Chriſtian Prieſt- 
hood; ſuch a Prieſthood (which the 

F3 ſect 
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ſe& of the Methodiſts certainly has 
not) is abſvlutely requiſite to the 
conſtitution of the one Catholic 
and Apoſtolic Church;” and by fuch 
a Prieſthood only can the Sacra- 
ments, thoſe fountains of life, be 
rightly, or lawfully, adminiſtered. 
They, therefore, who cleave to this 
ſeQ, not only loſe the benefit of the 
Chriſtiam Sacraments, which: our 
Church, in conformity to the Gol. 
pel, maintains to be * generally ne- 
eſſary io ſalvation;”"® but are alſo 
partakers of the heipous fin of in- 
| | vading 


: 


” Catechiſm. 


EJ 


vading that Office, which always has 


been, and till is, ſacred. - 


How was the Prieſthood regarded 
under the Jewiſh Diſpenſation, which, 
in its ſeveral parts, prefigured and 
defcribed the. Religion that was, in 
due time, to be eſtabliſhed by the 
Meſſiah? In that Church; the Office 
was holy and inviolable. Aaron, 
the ſirſt Prieſt, received his powers 
from God Himſelf. And no one 
could ever, with impunity, perform 
the duties of the Prieſthood,: without 


by Aaron, or by bis lawful ſuccef- 
- 1 


—B———— — 


being conſecrated for that purpoſe, 


— _—{ 
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ſors. We have an inſtance upon 


record, of the utter deſtruction which 
followed an invaſion of the ſacred 
Office, at the time when the Jewiſh 
Religion was firſt eſtabliſhed: Korah, 
Dathan, and Abiram, were diſſatis- 
fied, it ſeems, that Aaron and Elea- 
zar alone ſhould exerciſe the office 
of a Prieſt, which they thought 
themſelves equally qualified and en. 
titled to fill, They, therefore, and 
a number of their followers preſented 
themſelves before the Lord, and 
offered incenſe, in oppolition to 
Aaron, And what was the conſe. 
quence? A moſt terrible judgment 

immediately 


13 


immediately fell upon thoſe three 


men, and upon all their adherents, - 


as a puniſhment to them, and as a 
warning to all the people, and to u- 
ture generations: © The ground 


© clave aſunder that was under them; 


« and the earth opened her mouth 
« and ſwallowed them up, and their 
„ houſes, and all the men that ap- 
ec pertained unto Korah, and all their 
“ goods; they, and all that apper- 
« tained to them, went down alive 
into the pit, and the earth cloſed 
upon them, and they periſhed 


* from among the congregation, 


cc 


And there came out a fire from 
« the 


—— — — 


= 
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< the Lord, and conſumed the two- 
hundred and fifty men that offered 


ak * incenſe.””* 


Such was the awful and memo- 
rable manner, in which the Almighty 
puniſhed the invaders of the Prieſts' 


office amongſt the Jews! 


Now, as we have before remarked, 
the Jewiſh Religion was * a ſchool- 
maſter, to bring us to Chriſt ;** it 
foretold, preſigured, and pointed out, 
in general terms at leaſt, the Religion 
which was, in the fulneſs of time, to 

| be 
* Numbers XVI. 
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be taught by Jeſus. Muſt we not 
then, from our r ran conelute, 
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jr hog was the Jen iſh Prieſthood? 
And that he who ventures to invade 
the former, muſt expect a puniſh- 
ment no leſs ſevere than the judg- 
ment which fell upon che invaders 
of the latter? 


But the New Teſtament 1s ex- 
preſs and clear upon the ſubjeR. 
Thus ſpeaks Saint Paul: © Every 
0 High-Prieſt taken from among 
« men, is ordained for men, in things 
« pertaining to God, that he may 

Q « offer 
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« offer both gifts and ſacrifices for 
« fins: And no man taketh this ho- 
« nour unto himſelf, but he that is cal- 
led of God, as was Aaron,” t Nay he 
adds, that even our Saviour did not 
enter upon the Office, till he had 
been expreſsly appointed to it by his 
Father: So alſo Chriſt glorified 
not himſelf to be made an High- 
« Prieſt, but He that ſaid unto Him, 
« Thou art my Son, this day have I 
« begotten thee:” And, in another 
place, “ Thou art a Prieſt for 


ever. | 
Since, 


+ Heb, V. 1, 4. 


$ Heb- V. 5, 6. 


1 


Since, then, no man can take the 
honour of the Prieſthood to himſelf; 

ſince, even 7eſus Chriſt could not of 
himſelf perform the duties of a Prieſt; 
can any man, if he reflect for a mo- 
ment upon theſe things, join himſelf 
to thoſe, who have the temerity and 
preſumption to enter upon the ſa- 
cred Office, without being appointed 
and ordained by ſuch perſons, as 
have received authority for that 


purpole ? 


Me find the Apoſtles themſelves, 
who had, probably, been inſtruſted 
by the Maſter upon this important 
Q 2 ſubjett 
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ſubject, ordaining, with the utmoſt 
ſolemnity, a ſucceſſor to the traitor 
Judas. T | 

114 | 

; Afterwards, when the aſſiſtance 
of Deacons was required in the 
Church, the people were directed 
by the Apoſtles, to “look out ſeven 
men of honeſt report, full of the 
Holy Ghoſt and wiſdom,” whom 
they (The Twelve) might © appoint,” 
And, notwithſtanding thoſe Deacons 
were men of ſuch irreproachable 
lives, and were poſſeſſed of ſuch ex- 


cellent 


B 
cellent gifts (St. Stephen, « a man 
full of faith and of the Holy Ghoſt, - 
was 'one of them); yet we are in- 
formed that they were * ſet before 
the Apoſtles,” who ordained them to 
their offices, by prayer, and by the lay- | 


ing on of hands.* 


We find Saint Paul too, who had 
received his commiſſion, not from 
men, but from jeſus Chriſt himſelf 


after his aſcenſion into heaven, no 
leſs careful than the reſt of the A- 


poſtles, to preſerve a lawful ſucceſ- 


fion 


1 Acts VI. 1—6. 


1 


ſion in the Prieſthood. He did not, 


it is plain, leave men at liberty to 
aſſume the Office; to take to themſelves 
that ſacred © honour:” For he fixed 
Timothy at Epheſus, that he might, 
amongſt other things about which 
the Apoſtle directed him, ordain and 
appoint Miniſters to the neighbour- 
ing Churches; and ſent Titus into 


Crete, 


+ 1 Tim. I. 3. That the ordination of 


Miniſters was a principal part of Timothy's 


employment, appears evidently from the con- 
ſideration of the Apoſtle's having pointed out 
to him, ſo fully, the qualifications which 
Biſhops and Deacons ſhould poſſeſs, and of his 
having, at the ſame time, directed him to“ lay 
hends ſuddenly on no man“ (1 Tim. V.22.) 


„ _—— 
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Crete, for the expreſs purpoſe of 
ordaining Elders (or Prieſts) „ in 
every city. 


The primitive Churches, aſter 
the example of the Apoſtles, were 


always careful to preſerve an unin- 


terrupted ſucceſſion of Church-Mi- 
niſters. Irenzus, Biſhop of Lyons, 
in France, at the end of the ſecond 
century, boaſts of an unbroken ſuc- 
ceſſion, and affirms that he and his 
contemporaries could enumerate all 
thoſe who had been appointed, by 
the Apoſtles, Biſhops to the princi- 
pal Churches, and all their ſucceſ- 


| | ſors 
1 Tit. I. 5. 


| 
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/ 


fors, up to that time. f The cata- 


logues alſo, which are found in early 
writers, of the Biſhops of ſeveral 
noted cities, in a continued ſuc- 
ceſſion from the Apoſtles, prove in- 

| diſputably, that ſuch an uninter- 
| rupted ſucceſſion was then thought 
| to be of the utmoſt importance. The 
| rank and power of the perſons, here 


denominated 


+ I do not refer to the book, becauſe it is not 
likely to fall in your way. 


| t Jeruſalem; Alexandria; Rome; Antioch; 
| Epheſus; &c,—Twenty-ſeven Biſhops of E- 
| pheſus, ſucceeding without interruption, from 
Timothy, have been reckoned up by ſeveral 


ä 


— 
= 


| writers. 
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denominated Biſhops, I bave nothing 
now to do with. The Preſbyterians 
themſelves, who cavil and diſpute 
with us upon thoſe points, very rea- 
dily admit that there was * a ſucceſ- 
fron of men to feed and govern” the 
primitive Churches. That fat is all 
I want, to eſtabliſh my poſition, 


We ſee then, from every point 
in which we can view and conſider 
it, the holineſs of the Chriſtian 
Prieſthood : We ſee it in the invio- 
lable ſanity of the Prieſthood under 
the diſpenſation of Moſes; we ſee it 


in the clear and expreſs declarations 
R 


of 


of the New Teſtament; we ſee it in 
the practice of the Apoftles, and of 
all the primitive Churches: From 
all which conſiderations, we cannot 
but be convinced of the impious 
preſumption of thoſe who venture to 
act as Chriſtian Prieſts, without hav- 
ing received a due and lawful ap- 


pointment, 


That the teachers of the ſe of 
the Methodiſts are guilty of this fla- 
grant offence, is undeniable, They 
have not even the appearance of Apo- 
flolical authority, They are noto- 
torioully felf-called, They attempt 


to 
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to take that honour to themſelves, which 
no man can take, They follow and 
imitate the fin of Korah,. and his 
company: They offer ſtrange fire“ 
to God. And, by oppoſing their 
powers, to the authority and the 
ſervices of thoſe who are lawfully 
appointed to * miniſter about holy 
things,“ they not only involve their 
followers with themſelves, in a grie- 
vous and tremendous fin, but alſo 
deprive them of thoſe benefits and 
_ bleſſings (the holy ſacraments), which 
our Saviour has empowered his lats- 
ſul miniſters, and them only, to dif. 
penſe. | 


R 2 With 
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With great reaſon then, may I. 


of Moſes to the congregation which 
ſurrounded Korah, Dathan, and 
Abiram: © Depart, I pray you, 
F « from the tents of theſe wicked 


| 
| warn and exhort you, in the words 
. 


* men, and touch nothing of theirs, 
“ left ye be confumed in all their 
„ fins,” 


It does, indeed, appear almoſt 
incredible, that people ſhould re- 
quire any caution upon this ſubjeR. 


When we contemplate the purity and 
the excellencies of our Church, we 


might reaſonably ſuppoſe that She 


would 


„ qo 3 — 80 — . „* _ _ 8 
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would have little to fear from any 


rival; and that if She were to exprefs 


an apprehenſion of being forſaken 


by Her followers, they would in- 
ſtantly cry out, © To whom ſhall 
« we go? Thou haſt the words of 
« eternal life.“ What can be 
ſought after, or required, by the 
moſt ſerious and the moſt religious 
man in the world, which is not to be 
found in the Church of England? 
Her: ceremonies are ſimple and de- 
cent, Her prayers comprehend 
every poſlible want and wiſh of hu- 

man 


„John VI. 68. 


11 


man nature, and are compoſed in the 
plaineſt, the moſt intelligible, the 
moſt unaffected, the moſt pathetic, 
and the moſt impreſſive language; 
and he muſt have an heart of fone, 


who does not feel his piety warmed, 


and his affections elevated, by every 
repetition of them. Above all Her 
doftrines are pure and Apoſtolical: 
Her Miniſters are lawfully appointed: 


Her ſacraments are duly and rightly 
adminiſtered: And the word of God 
1s, in general, taught by Her Prea- 
chers, in ſincerity and truth, with 
ability, 
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ability, with diſintereſtedneſs, and 


with zeal.“ 


But the fact is, the time is come 
which was foretold by the Apoſtle: 
Men will not now, in eccleſiaſtical, 


any 


»The Church of England always has been, 
and ſtill is famed for the learning and the 
worth of Her Miniſters. That ſome of them 
are men of idle, of diſſolute, and of vicious 
lives can neither be wondered at, nor denied. 


But however bad their practice may be; they 


ſeldom, if ever, fail to preach good and ** ſound 
doctrine.“ At any rate, it ought to be recol- 


lected, that the immorality of their lives does 
not at all diminiſh the power and efficacy of 


their miniſtration. This is well ſtated in our 
Church's 26th Article of Religion, 
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any more than in civil affairs, “ en- 


dure ſound dottrine ;” their love of 
novelty excceds their love of truth 
and © having tching ears they cheap 
to themſelves teachers,” + The con- 
ſequence of courſe is, that they © are 
turned unto tables; are © carried 


about with every wind of dottrine,” 


by crafty and deſigning men; and 
are drawn into the moſt fatal ſnares. 


I ſhall only add upon this ſub- 


jeR, that I do not mean to expreſs 


my ſelf with intolerance toward this 


fel, or with harſhneſs toward the 
bf friends 


+ 2 Tim. IV. 3. 
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friends and ſupporters of it. But 1 
think that I ſhould ill perform my 
duty as a Miniſter of the Goſpel, if | 
I failed co warn you againſt the .dan- 
gerous fin which their followers are 
guilty of; and to caution and ex- 
hort you not to be led away 
by chem, from that Fold of Chriſt, 
wherein you may receive and enjoy 
all thoſe advantages and benefits, 
which by the Goſpel are offered to 
you. 


Having now ſhewn you the point 


which you muſt gain, in order to 
ſecure your eternal, as well as tem- 
S | | poral, 
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poral, viktory and glory; having de- 
ſcribed, very diſtinctly, the line which 
you muſt purſue; and having warned 
you of an ambuſh into which many, 
from incaution, from precipitation, 
and from extreme anxiety, might fall; 
little remains for me to add, but to 
exhort and encourage you to ad- 
vance with alacrity,with firmneſs, and 


with determination. 


Let it not be, for a moment ſup- + 
poſed by any one, that the advice I 
have given you, can poſſibly tend to 
abate the zeal and the ardour with 
which you have enliſted in the ſer- 


' 


vice 
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vice of your Country. No: the beſt 
Chriſtian will generally, if not always, 
be the moſt reſolute and the | moſt 
intrepid ſoldier. He who | knows 
himfelf-to be under the providential 
protection of God, will brave and 
defy all difficulties and dangers, The 
hand of the Almighty, he is aſſured, 
can effectually ſhield and cover © his 
head in the day of battle; f and he 
knows, that though, © a thouſand 
ſhall fall beſide” him, or © ten thou- 
ſand at” his «right hand;“ yet, with- 


out the expreſs permiſſion and direc. 
tion of God, “ no harm ſhall come 
8 2 nigh” 

+ Ps. CXL. 7. 
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wmigh”'kimt But ſhould he even 
be convinced that he muſt meet with 
Death; and in his moſt terrific forms; 
he will not ſhrink from the conflict. 
He knows, that he mut one day or 
other, encounter this unconquerable 
adverfary. And in what momeiſt of 
his life can he engage in the corſteſt 

with greater complacency and con- 
fidence than in that, when he is 
fighting in the cauſe (as you, in the 
event of invaſion, certainly would 
be) of God and of his country; when 
he is defending all that is dear and 
valuable in ſociety; when he is op- 


poling the enemies of Peace, of Or- 


der, 


+ Ps. XCI. 7. 
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der, of Government, of Virtue, and 
of Religion. If a Soldier purſue 
ſuch a courſe of life, that he can 
aſſure himſelf of the conſtant protec. 
tion of God, and that whenever 
« this earthly tabernacle ſhall be 
diffolyed,”” his ſoul will be conduQ- 
ed in ſafety to a place of happineſs, 
by thoſe who are * ſent forth to mi- 
niſter to them that ſhall be heirs of 
ſalvation ;** what encreaſed ſecurity 
and confidence muſt e feel, when 
he knows that he ſhall breathe out 
his ſpirit in the very act of perform- 
ing the moſt eſſential duties to God 
and to ſociety! The loſs of life, 

under 


under ſuch circumſtances, ſo far 
from being looked upon with a5 
prehenſion or regret, muſt be regard- 
ed as one of the greateſt bleſſings 
which Providence could beſtow upon 
nim. And if the thoughts of any 
inconveniencies that might be ex- 
perienced by his relatives, ſhould for 
a moment afflict his mind, he may' 
well ſolace himſelf with the cheering: 
words of the Prophet: Leave thy 
« fatherleſs children, I will pre- 
« ſerve them alive; and let Rus 
Q widows truſt in me. 


+ Jer. XLIX, 11. 


TH IS 


We have lately ſeen an inſtance 
of an union in the ſame perſon, of 
| piety and perſonal courage, which 
cannot but confirm my perſuaſion 
that true Religion has a very power- 
ful and a very favorable effect upon 
the mind of a Warrior. For as there 
never was a diſplay of greater gal- 
lantry and more determined reſolu- 
tion,” than in the attack of Lord 
Nelſon upon the fleet of the enemy, 
off the coaſt of Egypt; ſo there never 
was a more ſtriking or a more ſatis- 
factory proof af a mind impreſſed 
with religious ideas, and convinced 
of the Providential interference of 


God. 
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God, than that which was exhibited 
by that good and great man in con- 
ſequence of his victory. The modeſt 
order which he ſent round his fleet 
upon that memorable occaſion, af- 
feAs my mind with ſentiments of ad- 

miration 


| ? + **Mem, „Vanguard, off the mouth 
of the Nile, 2nd Day of 


3 Auguſt, 1798. 


| * Almighty God haviog bleſſed His Ma- 
jeſty's arms with victory, the Admiral intends 
returning humble thankſgiving for the ſame at 
| | 2 o'clock this day, and he recommends every 
| ſhip doing the ſame as ſoon as convenient.“ 
To the reſpectiue Captains 
| ey the Squadron.” 


13 

miration and applauſe beyond my 
power of expreſſion: And I am more 
inclined to envy him that memo- 
randum then all the glory of his 
ſplendid and unexampled atchieve- 
ment, To behold a gallant Com- 
mander, in the moment of his tri. 
umph, and in the midſt of the con- 
fuſion of a bloody engagement, proſ- 
trating himſelf with all his people, 
before the Preſence of God, and with 
the moſt exalted humility, aſcribing 
the victory, not to his own ſkill or 
valour, but to the gracious aid of the 
Almighty— exhibits a ſpectacle which 
cannot be contemplated without the 
T . | moſt 
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moſt delightful emotions. And, at 
the ſame time that I avail myſelf of 
the circumſtance to ſupport and 
ſtrengthen my obſervation, I have 
great ſatisfaction in giving him the 
tribute of my praiſe, to which, on 
the ſcore of picty, no leſs than on 
that of bravery, he is ſo juſtly and 


ſo eminently entitled, 


By all the conſiderations then 
that I have urged; by the love you 
have for your Country ; by the an- 
xiety you feel for her welfare and 
proſperity; by the deſire you have 
to allert her rights and to hght her 
battles, 


E 


battles, with boldneſs, with conſtan- 
cy, and with firmneſs; above all, by 
the care and ſolicitude you muſt feel 
for the ſalvation of your ſouls ;—by 
all theſe endearing conſiderations, 
let me perſuade you to enter, without 
delay, upon a life of holineſs and 
piety; to forſake your fins; to be 
« harmleſs and without rebuke;”” and 
to walk in © all the commandments 
« and ordinances of the Lord, blame- 


« leſs.” 


I do not propoſe any thing that 


is unreaſonable, or that is impoſſible 


in pradice. If we had no other mo- 
T 2 


tive 
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tive than the good of our Country to 
excite us to theſe reſolutions, and to 
the performance of them; at alone, 
we ſhould recolle&, operated with 
ſuch force upon the whole Jewrſh na- 
tion, that they entered into an uni- 
verſal covenant, under the ſevereſt 
penalty which human nature could 
pay, to ſeek the Lord God of their 
40 fathers, with all {hetr heart, and 
ce with all their ſoul,” or in other 
words, to obſerve the ordinances of 
their religion, difficult and trouble. 
| ſome as that religion was, with rigour 
and exactneſs: And, we ought to re- 
member farther, that they not only 


made 


1 

made this covenant, but they kept 
and performed it alſo ; for they really 
« ſought the Lord with their whole de- 
ire.“ It is worth our while to en- 
quire into the circumſtances which 
led to this tranſaction. We are in- 
formed in the chapter preceding that 
to which I have referred, that the 
people of Judah, under king Aſa, 
were attacked by a very numerous 
and moſt formidable army of the 


Ethiopians. In this perilous ſitua- 


tion, Aſa, who upon other occaſions, 


had given proofs of his piety, relied 
not 


t 2 Cron. XV. 15. 
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not upon his own ſtrength, but hum- 
bly beſought the Lord to help and to 


preſerve him: And Aſa cried unto 


«c 


«c 


«c 


cc 


cc 


c«c 


cc 


cc 


the Lord his God, and ſaid, Lord 
it is nothing with Thee to help 
whether with many, or with them 
that have no power: Help us, O 
Lord our God, for we reſt on 
Thee, and in Ty name we go 


againſt this multitude, O Lord, 


Thou art our God, let not man 


prevail againſt Thee.” 


In conſequence of this wiſe reli- 


ance of the pious King upon the 
Divine Power, © the Lord ſmote the 


„ Ethiopians 
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« Ethiopians before Aſa, and before 
« Judah; and the Ethiopians fled.” 
And the victory was ſo deciſive and 
complete, that © the Ethiopians 
« were overthrown, and could not 
« recover themlelves; for they were 
« deſtroyed before the Lord and 
e before his Hoſt.” 


After this, Ala returned in tri- 
umph to Jeruſalem, And a Prophet 
of the Lord went out to meet him, 
and ſaid unto him, “ Hear ye me, 
% Aſa, and all Judah and Benjamin: 
The Lord is with you, while ye be 
„ with Him; and if ye ſeek Him, 
cc He 


D 
He will be found of you; but if ye 


e forſake Him, He will forſake you.” 
The Prophet then points out the 
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cauſe (it deſerves our moſt ſerious 
conſideration), to which the danger, 
that had ſo lately befallen them, was 
to be attributed: © For a long ſeaſon, 
« Iſrael had been without the true God, 
« and without a teaching Prieſt, and 
« without the law.” And to the ſame 
cauſe, the Prophet intimates, they 
were to attribute not only the late 
invaſion of their country by a foreign 
enemy; but alſo all their civil diſ- 
cords, and tumults, and diſtreſſes: 


« In thoſe times, he adds, “there 
| | « was 
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0 was no peace to him that went out, 
** nor to him that came in; but great 
© vexations were upon all the inha- 
« bitants of the countries; and nation 
«« was deſtroyed of nation, and city 
« of city, for God did vex them 
«< with all adverſity,” *© But” (con- 
tinues the Prophet), “ when they in 
« their trouble did turn unto the Lerd 
« God of Iſrael, ond fought Him, He 
* was found of them.” And he con- 
cludes with this advice : © Be ſtrong 
* therefore, and let not your hands 
Wo be weak (he means, with reſpect 
* to their performance of religious 
* duties), and your work ſhall be 
* rewarded.” 


V The 
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The temper with which the victo- 
rious and triumphant King received 
this advice, places his underſtanding 
and his goodneſs in a ſtrong and 
charming light: He took no offence 
at the freedom which the Prophet 
addreſſed him with, but immediately 
began the much wanted reformation : 
« When Aſa heard theſe words, he 
% took courage, and put away the 
1% abominable idols out of all the 
% land, and renewed the altar of the 
« Lord. And he gathered together 
all Judah and Benjamin, and the 


c 
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© ſtrangers with them. So they ga- 


« thered themſelves together at Je- 


© ruſalem: 
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* ruſalem: And they offered unto 
*« the Lord, at the ſame time, of the 
* ſpoil which they had brought, 500 
% oxen, and 7000 ſheep, And they 
entered into covenant to ſeek the 
Lord God of their fathers, with 
&« all their heart, and with all their 
„ foul: That whoſoever would not 
e ſeek the Lord God of Iſracl, ould 
& be put to death, whether ſmall or 
« great, whether man or woman.” 
And with ſuch fincer:!y as well as zeal, 
did the people engage in this cove- 
nant, that they ſware unto the Lord 
« with a loud voice, and with ſhouting, 
* and with trumpets, and with cor- 
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* nets: For they had ſworn with all 
* their heart.“ | 


The Jewiſh nation ſoon experi- 
enced the happy effects of this glo- 
rious covenant: They ſoon felt their 
miſeries removed, their diviſions 
healed, and their tumults and com- 
motions ſucceeded by tranquility and 
peace: For © the Lord gave them 
* reſt round about; and there was 
„ no more war during the next 
te twenty years of the reign of 


hs Aſa.“ 7 5 4 
Woulcd 


+ See 2 Chron, XIV. and XV. 


- . rey 


61 


Would to God that the people of 
this Kingdom could be brought to ſee 
and to purſue, fo far, their own 
good,as to makea covenantwith equal 
unanimity and cheerfulneſs, to ob- 
ſerve the laws of their Religion, and 
to conform themſelves to all its pre- 
cepts! We ſhould then ſecure that 
favour which Providence is evidently 
diſpoſed to ſhew us. Then would our 
God © return and repent, and leave 
a blefling behind Him.” 7 and 
harmony would then reign within our 


Country, and *þpeace” would be be- 
ſtabliſhed in our borders.” 


And 
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And will a nation of Chriſtians, 
after the example they have had of 
the covenant entered into by the 
Fews, * a ſtubborn, a ſtiff-necked, 
and a rebellious people,” for an en- 
tire obſervance of the weariſome Re- 
ligion of Moſes—will they pretend 
that they cannot form a determina- 
tion and a covenant to comply with 
the terms of the mild and plea- 
ſant Religion of Jeſus Chriſt ? There 
is no man ſurely in this Country 
who would not be aſhamed to make 


ſuch a declaration | 


And, in my opinion, the preſent 
alarming ſtate of the world requires 
and 
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and forcibly calls upon us to make, 
either collectively or individually, a co- 
venant or an engagement of this na- 
ture. The judgements of God have 
been ſevere!y felt, for ſome years paſt, 
by almoſt every nation in Europe. By 
what an inſupportable weight of 
crimes and of miſery has France been 
oppreſſed from the commencement of 
her fancied liberty! How ſevere have 
been the ſufferings of the Low Coun- 
tries; of a great part of Germany; of 
the Papal territories; of Switzerland; 
of a conſiderable part of the Spaniſh 
dominions; of the kingdoms of Sar- 
dinia and Naples; and of many other 
States ! 
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States! What horrible enormities 
have been of late, committed in our 
Siſter kingdom! And how ſeriouſly 
has our own Country been menaced 
with forcign invaſion, and by internal 
di ſcontents and commotions! Theſe 
ſeem to be © the days of vengeance;” 
and “ cup of God's fury” appears 
ready to be poured out upon all the 
Kingdoms of the carth. 


When we conſider all theſe things, 
we cannot but ſee and confeſs, that 
ſomething ſhould be done to appeaſe 
the wrath, and to conciliate the fa- 
vour of Him by whom Kings reign, 


and 
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and to whoſe Providence nations 


owe their welfare, and even their 
exiſtence, 


Perhaps, a covenant ſo univerſal 
and ſo complete as that by which the 
Jews bound themſelves to a rigorous 
obſervance of their law, is not, in the 
preſent ſtate of this Country, prac- 
ticable, But, I confeſs, I do not ſee 
any thing to prevent your Aſſociated 
Bodies from entering into a cove- 
nant to attend, with regularity, the 
public ſervice of the Church, I 
'would not, at preſent, attempt to go 
farther. Let that object be once ef- 
; W ſetted, 
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fefted, and it might be reaſonably 
hoped and believed, that as you 
would hear, repeatedly, from the 
Miniſters of the Goſpel, the various 
tranſgreſſions of the law enumerated 
and condemned; its moral duties 
pointed out and enforced ; the eſſen- 
tial doctrine of man's natural depra. 
vity and weakneſs explained and in- 
culcated ; the propriety, the expedi- 
ency, and, indeed, the neceſſity of 
public worſhip made apparent ; and 
that moſt ſolemn rite of our Reli- 
gion, the Sacrament of the Lord's 


Supper, urged upon your notice, 
and ſhewn to be“ neceſſary to your 


ſalvation;“ 
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ſalvation ; - it might be reaſonably 
hoped and believed, that a very fa- 
vourable change in your diſpoſitions 
and manners would ſoon take place , 
and that, although you might poſſibly 
enter upon the plan with reluctancy, 
and might think the regular practice 
of even that one duty laborious and 
irkſome, you would, ere long, find 
the performance of all your duties, 
religious and moral, attended with the 
utmoſt delight and comfort. Let the 
experiment but be tried, and I ſhould 
be confident of its ſucceſs; I ſhould 
be confident of witneſſing, in a ſhort 


time, ſuch an alteration and im- 
provement 
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provement in your inclinations and 
conduct, as would not fail to bring 
upon yourſelves, and upon your 
Country, the moſt important and the 
moſt durable benefits. 


I humbly ſubmit theſe remarks 
and ſuggeſtions to your ſerious and 
calm c onfideration. And I heartily 
pray God that they may influence 
your minds to ſuch reſolutions, and 
to ſuch conduR, as will be moſt con- 


ducive to your individual good, and 


to the ſafety, the proſperity, and the 
happineſs of 2 ntry. | 
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THE END. 
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